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Gen er a l  Com m en t s 

 

Students who entered the A Level Law exam inat ion this year produced 

answers of a com parable standard to those who sat  the exam inat ion in 

previous years, but  there was a dist inct  im provem ent  in the quality of Paper 

Two answers.  Som e excellent  cent res produced students who achieved 

high grades on both papers, and it  was pleasing to observe that  ear lier  

com m ents by the exam iners on past  ent r ies to this exam inat ion had been 

acted upon, result ing in a steady im provem ent  in the standard of  work 

offered by students.  Many students had clearly worked very conscient iously 

to understand and absorb details of the law across the ent ire syllabus, 

though it  was unusual to observe efforts by students to t ransfer knowledge 

gained in basic pr inciples for Paper One to their answers for Paper Two. 

Nevertheless, som e well- reasoned argum ents were produced, supported by 

relevant  authorit ies drawn from  cases and statutes.  

 

Although som e students tended to write standardised or “blanket ”  answers, 

reproducing all they knew about  the general area of law relevant  to the 

quest ions, this approach was no m ore widespread than in previous years.  

Stem m ing from  lack of confidence on the part  of students who have spent  

considerable t im e learning the law, it  is evidence that  such an approach 

indicates that  som e students lack belief in their own abilit y to apply their  

knowledge of the law appropr iately.  Unfortunately, answers based on a 

“write all you know”  approach can earn only a rest r icted range of m arks, 

and the exam iners advise students to focus st rongly on the term s of each 

quest ion in order to ensure that  they answer the part icular quest ion that  

has been asked. I t  is for the student  to develop the connect ions required to 

m ake their  answers relevant , and teachers are urged to tell students to read 

the quest ions carefully, assess what  the quest ions dem and, plan their  

answers m et iculously, and write responses which dem onst rate that  they 

have selected law which is relevant  to the quest ion, with appropr iate 

illust rat ions and exam ples. 

 

Som e students at tem pted to answer quest ions without  support ing and 

illust rat ing them  with appropriate legal authorit y, but  m ost  t r ied to use legal 

authorit ies to som e degree, and bet ter students exam ined the cases in 

depth.  Clear dem onst rat ion of abilit y to appraise and cr it icise the 

applicat ion of legal pr inciples and to use authorit ies appropr iately can yield 

som e excellent  answers.   

 

I n response to Paper One, successful students dem onst rated a very good 

appreciat ion of the role and funct ion of law in society, and evidence of 

cr it ical awareness of cont roversial issues in law and law reform .  For Paper 

Two, bet ter students showed a clear grasp legal analysis in respect  of 

problem  scenarios, and real abilit y to apply rules and use authorit ies. Clar ity 

of presentat ion, a good st ructure for each answer, detailed discussion of the 

legal rules relevant  to the quest ions and appropriate support  from  legal 

authorit ies are the hallm arks of good answers.   

 

 

 

 



Pap er  Tw o  
 
The overall quality of Paper Two answers was great ly im proved this year 

over last . Answering problem - type quest ions requires the abilit y to apply 

legal rules as well as sim ply reproducing them , and these part icular 

quest ions can be challenging for som e students. However, there was 

evidence of sustained effort  on the part  of m any students to deal with the 

quest ions logically, to ident ify the im portant  issues at  the start  of the 

answer, to focus only on those issues, applying relevant  legal rules to the 

facts, and to write balanced answers supported and illust rated by legal 

authorit ies.  Fewer students produced standardised answers in Paper Two 

than in Paper One, and m any well-prepared students produced higher 

m arks for Paper Two as a result .   The m ost  popular sect ions were The 

Market , Crim inal law, and the I ndividual.  

 

Answering only three quest ions alm ost  inevitably results in disaster, even 

for the students who write three good answers, as the outcom e is a lower 

grade overall.   Consistency across all answers in both papers is essent ial if 

students are to achieve a high grade, and they are advised to at tem pt  four  

quest ions on each paper, as inst ructed. Although the exam iners ensure that  

students are rewarded for what  they have shown they  can  do, rather than 

penalising them  for om issions, it  is im possible to award m arks for a 

quest ion that  has not  been answered at  all.   

 

As happens every year, m any students again wasted their  t im e re-writ ing 

parts of the quest ions.  Although this is part ially acceptable, and indeed 

necessary to a lim ited extent  in order to focus on part icular facts, it  is not  

sensible for students to write out  large sect ions of the quest ions, as it  can 

give the im pression that  they know lit t le about  the topic and are sim ply 

filling in t im e.  A sim ple and direct  int roductory paragraph is usually all that  

is needed.  For exam ple, when tackling one quest ion, a good student  

int roduced the answer as follows:  “The issues to be discussed in this 

quest ion are focused m ainly on fraud and theft ,  and the legal rules relat ing 

to these m at ters will be discussed with reference to the scenario stated in 

the quest ion” .  The student  then discussed each point  in turn in 

chronological order, support ing conclusions with cases and sect ions of 

statutes, achieving a very good m ark. 

 

Sect ion  A 

 

Qu est ion  1   

This first  quest ion concerned offer and acceptance, the status of newspaper 

advert isem ents, intent ion to create legal relat ions, and the t im ing of offer 

and acceptance in unilateral cont racts. The validit y of m essages left  on 

telephone answering m achines was also im portant , along with the legal 

consequences when such m achines do not  record m essages. Withdrawal of 

unilateral offers and the related case law should also have been discussed.  

Many students had been well prepared for a quest ion of this kind, and a 

large num ber were able to discuss the nature of offers and their legal 

status.  Som e students failed to recognise all relevant  aspects of the 

quest ion, losing m arks and om it t ing im portant  points.  However, m ethods of 

responding to a unilateral offer were handled well.  Good references to the 

 



case law were essent ial,  and answers generally displayed fam iliar it y with 

the cases on the subject , but  som e students would have earned m ore 

m arks had they stated the facts of cases m ore fully and explained how and 

why they were relevant  to the facts of the quest ion.   

    

Qu est ion  2  

This quest ion, concerning aspects of m isrepresentat ion, was popular.  Those 

students who answered it  appeared to find it  difficult  to support  their  

answers with appropriate authorit ies. Many did not  recognise the 

im portance of both com m on law and statute, and as a result  som e focused 

their answers too narrowly, om it t ing som e of the m aterial ident ified in the 

m ark schem e.  There was evidence of confusion about  the current  

safeguards and statutory rem edies, and m any were unable to produce in-

depth analysis.  The relat ive advantages of different  approaches to 

obtaining rem edies were only covered by the bet ter students 

 

Qu est ion  3  

This popular quest ion at t racted m any students, and it  tended to be 

answered well by m any, though the role of t rading standards officers was 

seldom  discussed.  The cases and statutory authorit ies on were well- known.  

The r ights of third part ies were described, illust rated and explained well.  

Few answers indicated an understanding of the law concerning im port ing 

into the UK and dist r ibut ing there goods m anufactured outside the EU.  I t  

was disappoint ing to observe that  so few cases were used to illust rate this 

answer.  

 

Qu est ion  4  

This quest ion proved at t ract ive to m any students who tackled this sect ion of 

the paper.  Several points of law needed to be ident ified and discussed, and 

few students covered all of them .  However, there was som e good analysis 

of the rules relat ing to advert isem ents and the legal validity of 

exclusion/ lim itat ion clauses.  Most  answers contained som e discussion of 

the r ights of third part ies and the possibilit y of frust rat ion of cont ract  and its 

consequences.  Causat ion, rem oteness and rem edies were also discussed, 

but  there were few students who gave details of the case law.   As is usual, 

there was a great  deal of confusion about  the appropriate use of courts and 

alternat ive m ethods of dispute resolut ion. 

 

Sect ion  B 

 

This was not  a popular sect ion of the paper with students entering the 

exam inat ion this year, and it  was apparent  that  som e of those at tem pt ing 

to answer these quest ions had not  prepared this area of law.  

 

Qu est ion  5  

This first  quest ion on the sect ion required students to ident ify,  discuss and 

apply the law relat ing to rest r ict ive covenants, their  validity, and the 

m eaning of the presum pt ion relat ing to “void”  clauses in this context . Case 

law was seldom  referred to by the few students at tem pt ing this sect ion. 

 

 

 

 



Qu est ion  6  

Transfer of undertakings was an im portant  factor here, but  it  escaped the 

not ice of those who dealt  with this quest ion.  The law in relat ion to equal 

pay was ident ified as im portant , as was the r ight  of fem ale em ployees to 

discover the salary of m ales in equivalent  posts. Discrim inat ion on grounds 

of sex and age were com m ented upon, but  with lit t le support  from  legal 

authorit ies. 

 

Qu est ion  7  

The m ain focus in the quest ion was on select ion for redundancy and the 

rules concerning not ice of redundancy, but  there were very few at tem pts to 

answer this quest ion, and even fewer students dealing with appropr iate 

redundancy schem es and the need for consultat ion with, and the 

involvem ent  of, Trade Unions and ACAS.  Possible rem edies and appropriate 

procedures were barely m ent ioned in answers. 

 

Qu est ion  8  

This quest ion required students to dist inguish between em ployees and 

independent  cont ractors and to descr ibe the legal consequences for people 

falling into each category.  There were various scenarios for discussion, 

which raised im portant  points of law, including aspects of Tort  and Health 

and Safety at  work.  However, answers contained too lit t le reference to 

legal authorit ies, to the com m on law dut ies of em ployers, to ult ra-

hazardous act ivit ies and what  happens in respect  of pract ical jokes played in 

the workplace.  

 

Sect ion  C 

 

Fam ily Law again proved m uch less popular than som e of the other sect ions 

of the paper, but  those students who had prepared thoroughly for this 

sect ion and chose to answer it ,  tended to do well.  However, as is so often 

the case in answers to the fam ily law sect ion, there were students who 

produced com m on-sense answers, and who did not  refer to the relevant  

legal provisions and case law.  Som e had clear ly not  prepared to answer 

this sect ion, but  arm ed with som e knowledge of cr im inal law, thought  they 

could do just ice to the quest ion on dom est ic violence. 

 

Qu est ion  9  

This quest ion concerned the m at ters to be taken into considerat ion when 

deciding what  should happen to a teenager who is at  odds with her fam ily 

over a num ber of quest ions of pr inciple.  The role of social workers was 

im portant  here, and appropriate care orders, on the basis of the Children 

Act . The sect ion 8 orders were discussed very well in general, as was the 

law concerning dom est ic violence   However, the need to take account  of 

the views of an intelligent  13 year old was not  m ent ioned in m any answers. 

Fostering and child care considerat ions were discussed, but  not  the m at ter 

of approval of foster parents, or the longer term  issues such as the 

im portance placed by the courts on contact  with fam ily m em bers.  Hum an 

r ights issues, such as freedom  of religion, were barely ident ified.   

 

 

 

 



Qu est ion  1 0  

Hum an r ights law was im portant  in this quest ion, and again, it  was 

disappoint ing that  so few of the students who answered the quest ion could 

see the relevance of this area of law to the facts under considerat ion.  The 

legal validity of forced m arr iages and the role of the police and social 

workers were given prior ity, as was legislat ive and com m on law protect ion, 

and m any answers em phasised the im portance of the Protect ion from  

Harassm ent  Act . The legal posit ion when parents disagree about  consent  to 

vaccinat ions was not  a m at ter that  was well- known, and som e students 

dealt  with this by taking a com m on sense approach, even though there is 

case law on the subject .  

 

Qu est ion  1 1  

Ancillary relief, which was cent ral to this quest ion, can be a difficult  topic for  

students to understand.  However, there were a few good answers 

concent rat ing on the length of m arr iage, the fact  that  there were no 

children involved, and the im portance of not  blam ing either party.  The legal 

rules concerning sharing of property inherited by one party were also 

ident ified as im portant . However, financial support  by spouses of one 

another was barely m ent ioned. The use of m ediat ion to set t le the dispute 

was discussed quite well.  

 

Qu est ion  1 2  

Many of those who at tem pted to answer this quest ion clearly found it  

interest ing and were able to discuss the legal aspects very well.  However, it  

was apparent  that  som e of the answers contained a good deal of m oralising, 

which was inappropr iate in a legal response.  The role of the court  was 

recognised and the status of parental responsibilit y agreem ents was 

discussed, but  there was lit t le com m ent  on bir th cert ificat ion and internet  

advert isem ents for sales of sperm .  The change of surnam e point  was 

handled quite well,  but  few cases were cited. 

 

Sect ion  D 

 

The Crim inal Law sect ion was as popular as ever this year, and it  was very 

encouraging for the exam iners to note that  a large num ber of students 

showed good understanding of basic cr im inal law concepts of actus reus and 

m ens rea and were able to explain and apply their knowledge and 

understanding appropriately.   

 

Qu est ion  1 3  

The scenario in this quest ion involved the age of cr im inal responsibilit y,  a 

factor ident ified as im portant  by m any who answered the quest ion.  The 

m ens rea and actus reus of theft  were out lined well in m any instances, but  

the quest ion of cit izen’s arrest  was not  covered part icular ly well.  Offences 

against  the person and the defences were given due at tent ion, and although 

som e cases were m ent ioned, there was lit t le discussion of the facts and how 

they related to the scenario. 

 

Qu est ion  1 4  

Elem ents of theft  and fraud were ident ified and discussed very well by m any 

students, as were the  necessary m ens rea and actus reus.  The im portance 

 



of intent ion was given special prom inence in m any answers. Relevant  

legislat ion was discussed appropriately, but  again there were few students 

who gave any in-depth t reatm ent  to the cases.  Sentencing tended to be 

om it ted from  som e answers. 

 

Qu est ion  1 5  

The cr im e of burglary were out lined very well by m any who answered this 

quest ion, together with the relevant  m ens rea, and actus reus.  The Theft  

Act , com m on enterprise and related m at ters were handled well,  and 

relevant  statutory provisions were described bet ter than the case law. 

Possible sentences with the em phasis on the age of offenders were also 

covered sensibly.  

 

Qu est ion  1 6  

Although this cont roversial scenario at t racted m any responses by students, 

the legal rules concerning suicide pacts, assisted suicide and related m at ters 

were not  handled well.   Crim inal dam age was another elem ent  of the 

quest ion that  was not  discussed in full.   However, the issue of causat ion 

tended to be dealt  with rather m ore effect ively.  Bet ter students discussed 

the role of CPS and the recent  guidance issued by DPP.  

 

Sect ion  E 

 

This sect ion is now as popular as the sect ions on Consum er Law and 

Crim inal Law, and it  is clearly growing in popular ity. Som e of the students 

who tackled the sect ion had a poor grasp of the com plexit ies of the legal 

rules in this area, and the relevance of hum an r ights law.  There are m any 

detailed statutory rules that  are relevant , but  there is also a support ing 

volum e of case law dealing for this sect ion.  

 

Qu est ion  1 7  

Public order legislat ion and the possible offences com m it ted in the scenario 

were covered well,  as were the statutory rules concerning cr im inal t respass 

on private land, and obst ruct ion of the highway. Legal rules concerning 

protest  m arches and dem onst rat ions were less well known.  The various 

form s of nuisance were ident ified and handled quite sensibly, as were the 

defences, but  the case law tended to be om it ted. 

 

Qu est ion  1 8  

This was a topical quest ion which proved to be popular.  Most  of those who 

at tem pted it  could descr ibe the provisions of the Public Order legislat ion and 

out line the num erous possible offences, including r iot ,  violent  disorder, 

arson and so on.  The posit ion of r ing leaders and the issue of joint  

enterpr ise were not  handled well,  however.  The issue as to whether the use 

of social internet  sites to incite violence could involve to any cr im inal 

offences was not  covered in depth by m any students.  The role of the courts 

in im posing sentences, which has also been very topical recent ly, was 

another m at ter than was barely m ent ioned. 

 

Qu est ion  1 9  

The role of role of the m edia and the legal rules concerning phone- tapping 

are m at ters which have recent ly been discussed in the world-wide news, 

 



and this quest ion was popular with students as a result .   The bet ter answers 

described the relat ionship between the m edia and the police and included 

hum an r ights considerat ions, in part icular, HRA 1998 art .8 and art .10 ECHR.  

The balance required by the law is im portant , but  few answers referred to 

that  m at ter.  Most  students concent rated on out lining the law of libel, som e 

covering a range of irrelevant  m at ters. However, the bet ter answers 

contained considerat ion of spent  offences, statute and case law. 

 

Qu est ion  2 0  

There were som e very good answers to this quest ion dealing with the role 

of Stop and Search, and containing detailed discussion of the Police and 

Crim inal Evidence Act  and related Codes of Pract ice, as well as the validit y 

of “ verbals” . There was som e good com m ent  on the role of the police and 

the role of the custody officer in part icular, and it  was pleasing to note how 

m any students could cite the precise sect ions of the legislat ion applicable to 

the scenario. However, it  was disappoint ing that  few answers concent rated 

on the possible rem edies against  the police and the role and procedures of 

the Police Com plaints Authority. 
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